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Fathima Nezrin
Dept. of Mathematics

hild marriage, defined os a formal marriag

ge

or informal union before age 18, is a reality

for both boys and girls, although girls are
disproportionately the maost offected. Child

marriage is widespread and cun lead to g lifetim
of disadvantage and deprivation.

Worldwide, more than 700 million women alive
today were married as children. More than 1 in
3 - or some 250 million - were married befare 15,
Girls who marry before they turn 18 are less likely
to remain in school and more likely to experience
domestic violence. Young teenage girls are more
likely to die due to complications in pregnancy
and childbirth than women in their 20s: their
infants are more likely to be stillborn or die in
the first month of life.

Child marriage has many causes: cultural, socigl,
economic and religious. In many cases, @ mixture
of these causes results in the imprisonment of
children in marrioges without their consent.

Poverty: Poor families sell their children into
marriage either to settle debts or to make some
money and escape the cycle of poverty. Child
marriage fosters poverty, however, gs it ensures
that girls who marry young will not be properly
educated or take part in the workforce.

“Protecting” the girl's sexuality: In certgin
cultures, marrying a girl young presumes that
the girl's sexuality, therefore the girl's family's
honor, will be “protected” but ensuring that the

EFl BCM COLLEGE KOTTAYAM

:.j_a u y e

~rOC el
nstead underscores the PpPresuies=
Drﬁ-;—-’:—rf actual aimr to contio c
LD LVG - - - ol
girl

Y
Rondor crriminntinn LA
benoel giscri auo o
o s
morrnmn - - nrordoicrt N (LU~
maimigge 1S g produ - ==
St  clen sl an nand orns e
(hat devolue women ongd giio =
dicrriminnte  nnninet them £
aisa gte oQgains = ~CL
discriminnotinn * nrenrding 10 0 UNIGE
UL UL ULiluianiyg v 4 vhe
) -

rcnnre Ya Mhitd  MaminnOe U
‘E‘pD C J \"u -y = -rie
§ e

f ~F et TSP

Law, “oiten manifests S€ o
(o -
f nf A crir nlencp L &
rorm W 35"”6:; & Uic -

rope, and deprivation of food. ™
of access to information, eguttc®
healthcare, and general impe
[0 mobility.”

Inodequate lows: Mony COU™

such os Pakistan have lows 09%
child marrioge. The lows O o
enforced. In Afghoniston, @ ~ o
low was written into the zouﬂ;oés
code enabling Shiite, or HET o,
communities to impose their oW

r aﬁf o
of fomily low—including perm
child marrioge. -
Trofficking: Poor fomilies



girls not just into

. e ssme  Many countries such as Pakistan have laws
jereation enColes large sums. of against child marriage. The laws are not enforced.
e T e ighis of IN Afghanistan, a new law was written Into

the country's code enabling Shiite, or Hazara,

signed to guarantee

:::;.:— ﬂéf:i rights--which .y - : .
s e rase R COmMMunities to impose their own form of family
semined or lost by children forced  |gwy--including permitting child marriage.

s marry early are:
The right to education.

me right to be protected from
ghysical and mental violence, injury or
swse, including sexual abuse, rape,
and sexual exploitation.

the right to the enjoyment of the
mghest attainable standard of health.
The right to rest and leisure, and to
sarticipate freely in cultural life.

Pl UL

The right to not be separated from
parents against the child's will.

The right to protection against all
foms of exploitation affecting any
aspect of the child's welfare.

with more sexual experience, child
brides face a higher risk of contracting
HIV.Indeed, research shaws that early
marriage is a maojor risk foctor for
contracting HIV and developing AlOS.
Child marrioge adversely impacts
the education of girlsin some of the
poorest countries, girls readied for
early marriage do not attend school.
Those that do are frequently forced
to drop out after marriage. Girls
with higher levels of schooling are
less likely to marry as children. For
example, in Mozambique, some 60
percent of girls with no education are
married by 18, compared to 10 percent
of girls with secondary schooling and

conducted a study in two states in
Indio and found that girls who were
married before 18 were twice as likely
to report being beaten, slapped or
threatened by their husbands than
girls who married later. Many child
brides are well below the age of 15.
Although the median age of marrioge
for child brides is 15, some girls
gs young as 7 or 8 are forced into
marrioge. Child marrioge increases
maternal mortality and infant
mortality rotes. In foct, pregnaoncy
is consistently among the leading
causes of death for girls ages 15 to 18
worldwide. Girls who become pregnant
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The right to eventual employment.

Worldwide, on estimated 51 million
orls younger than 18 are child brides.
One third of girls in the developing
worid ore married before the age of
5.1in S are married before the age
of 15, If present trends continue, 142

on girls will be married before
Teir 18th birthday over the next
decode-that's an average of 14.2
"lion girls each year. The majority of

d marriages occur in West and East

under the age of 15 are five times
moare likely to die in childbirth than
women who give birth in their 20s.
Risk factars for young teen girls who
give birth are greatly increased. For,
example 2 million women worldwide
suffer from obstetric fistula, o
debilitating complication of chi!d_birth
especially common among phys_:cul_ly
immature girls. Sexual disparity In
child marriages increases risk of AIDS.
Becouse many often marry older men

less than one percent of girls with
higher education. The prevalence of
child marrioge is related to poverty
levels. Child brides are mare likely to
come from o poor family and once
married, are more likely to continue
living in poverty. In some countries,
child marriages among the poorest
fifth of the population occur at rates
?? to five times that of the richest
ifth,

Africa ond South Asia. UNICEF notes
"ot "Across the globe, rates of child
"Umioge ore highest in South Asiag,
e neorly half of all girls marry
“eiore age 18; gbout one in six were
"9ned or in union before age 15. This
- 'Oliowed by West and Central Africa
,mj tostern ond Southern Africa,
e 42 per cent ond 37 per cent,
;g‘a?rﬁﬂwe!y. of women between the
-:'n;;l;r.m 20 ond 24 were married in
r‘umh’md' However, while the largest
Sig dgr of child brides ore in South
{uum::e to sheer population size, the
of thiles with the highest prevolence
D Wagar Frge. are concentrated
Chilg - em and Sub-Saharan Africa.
Chilg D"TU"'UQE endangers  girls.
incide rides experience a higher

n“—’abﬂf domestic vinlencel.
se use [including physical,
UDEL% Or psychological abuse) and

Onment. The Internationol
Research on Women
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ust like any other girl in Phalichada
J in Rajasthan’s Udaipur district,
Chanda Jat, 18, also lives within the
conservafive social boundaries and is
forced to put aside her dreams for a
life of domesticity- scarred by early
marriage, motherhood, endless
household chores and high threat of
domestic violence. But Chanda is not
an average girl... with a strong
support from her mother Chanda
stands as an exception to the norm,

She was just an year-and-a-half old
when she was engaged. By the time
she stepped into her teens her in-laws
started pressurizing her father, a
trucker to send her off, But Chanda
wanted more...she wanted to study,
continue her schooling, Instead of
giving up Chanda decided to fight back
and fortunately she had the staunch
support of her grandfather, her mother
and her siblings. Her father couldn’t
stand against the rest of the family
alone, so he agrees on continuing her
studies on one condition- she just had
a year to complete her 10th tlass and
then she would have to go.

This borrowed time changed the
course of her entire life — because it

gave her the opportunity to discover
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the joys of playing volleyball. Her eyes
light up as she says, "Volleyball is a no
fuss sport. All one needs is a net
stretched across two poles, a ball and
one is set to play.' Although she had a
basic idea of how the sport is played
she wanted to know more and so
Chanda gathered a few other girls who
were keen to play and together they
approached their sports teacher at
school to coach them properly. Their
teacher knew that parents would
strongly disapprove of this move and
50 he insisted that each one of them
brings a signed permission letter from
their father. Chanda knew that her
father would never agree - she had
seen him get violent, even beat up her
mother, when his wishes were flouted.
50 she simply forged his signature, It
was certainly a daredevil act but
Chanda saw this as a step in the
direction of her dreams.

As it turned out this was indeed a
wise move as she proved to be 3
natural at playing volleyball. She was
lithe, talented and had a passion for
the game. With time she gained
proficiency and started participating in
tournaments at different levels, which
sometimes required her to travel.
Again, it worked oyt well as her

father’s work kept him away from
home for varying lengths of time and
he would never come to know what
was happening in his absence all

thanks to her mother’s tacit support

Unfortunately, as her sporting
ability grew Chanda slipped in her
studies and eventually failed to pass
her Class 10 exams. Disheartened, fort
while, she could not bring herselfto
re-enroll. But as she couldn’t sitat
home and waste her time, she decidé
to work along with the rest of the '
family on their small farmland. Durlﬂs
this period, too, she found a new st
to learn - riding a motorbike!

One day Chanda caught the eyed
some social activists from Vikalp
Sansthan, a non-profit working t0 o
gender violence in the area. They
curious to know her story and she®
them about herself in exchange f°_'.
more information on what the 3"
were doing. When she learnt that
Vikalp was engaging with rural
communities to spread awarenes’
violence against women and e"ahe
girls to stand up for their rights s
decided to link up with them. 5@\5
Chanda, "In the very first meetﬂ;‘
attended, | realized that my P'°
was not mine alone. Many gir*®
faced with a similar situation bTh"
of the prevalent social taboos: ™
narrow mindset has to chang®
Connecting with Vikalp rekindle h
sense of hope. She wanted 10"
her studies and pursue sPOrts ™./
ultimate aim of becoming 2 P

==
253

350
Training Instructor (PTI). She W

encouraged to re-enroll fof (';:a. 2kt
which she cleared. Now Cha™™

pursuing her class 12 privatelt’ d

At the same time, With
newfound understanding ©* >
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Ramona Simon
Dept. of Food Science & Quality Control

It’s easy to be a woman,

Wake up early in the morning,
Prepare lea-milk-breakfast,
Wake up your husband, children,

Keep their suits and
All neatly pressed,
Brush their hair,

To polish their shoes,
Prepare lunch,

Wash yesterday's clothes,
Clean the house.

uniforms ready,

It's easy to be 3 woman,
Jump into your pick up van,
Run to your work place,

Work until the wee hours of time o son to celebrate her, v
Jump back into your van, Go ahead edom "
Step inside your hoyse. Give her the respect and fre

HAPPY TO BE A WOMAN !
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It's easy to be a woman,

Catch a bus to the station,

Jump into your train, undings
Make sure you're aware of your skur:;Ome.
Get to your college and then bac

It’s easy to be a woman, N et
When people traumatize \{oq wi
Expect you to stay within limits,
Limits of what?

Yes, freedom

It's important to be a won't.al“'-i-r-13
She’s the reason you're enjoy
Your childhood, R
ie
She’s the reason you have stud
50 much, =
She's the reason you feel gr ld
about yourself even if the w
Looks down upon you, d
an
She’s the reason you underst
Your girl friend's tantrums 5
She’s the reason, you are he

Reading this.............. s th":‘ e
Why celebrate women’s day W""' 0
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Ramona Simon
Il DC FSQC

Freedom in a
Patriarchal

ociety

ThC status of women in ancient India was
er it worsened with the pas-
he practice of polygamy,
le infanticide, ete. domi-
entered country.
ed o eliminate

high esteemed. Howey
sage of time. Slowly |
sati, dowry system, fema
nated and gave rise to the male ¢
Many great Indian leaders work

these practices. Now the occurrences of these

practices are low and some of them are not heard
of anymore. Fast forwarding to the present, i1s the
situation better? No. We are forced to live under
the influence of our parents before marriage
whereas under the influence of husbands after
marriage even today. Is that because we are inca-
pable of making and taking decisions on our own?

BCM COLLEGE KOTTAYAM e 13



Or that we simply don't deserve to live our lives
like we want to? We can tell by a woman's title
whether she is married or not (Mrs. or Ms.) but
not by a man's title (Mr.). Marriage is such an
overrated concept when it comes to women, that
people want to approve of you being incapable
of a solo existence and want to see your identity
change like the weather. | know of many friends
who live oceans across. They usually say, “Mom,
can I climb the Alps with a new trekking group?”
I also have friends who usually say, “Mom, can
go to the Mall nearby with my close friends?”
These are two extremes and the reason for these
are how we are brought up. Independence is a far
fetched topic discussed at households. Some feel
it's not necessary to provide independence to an-
other and some feel it's a human right and should
be lefi for the individual to decide. | come from a
place where it's safe to roam around at 10pm. We
usually plan where to go, what to do, who to meet
around 7pm. But it isn't the same everywhere.
There are places where girls are safe to roam
around only when the sunlight outside, persists
and in some places, girls don't even bother to roam
around and live their lives within the 4 walls of
their houses. | can't fathom how much they miss
out on life and it's adventures, I'd never want to
lie down on my death bed, sobbing because all
I've seen in my life is walls of cement. I am blessed
1o have an elder cousin sister, who has worked
hard across lands and seas to work for a big firm.
In my family, everybody praises and appreciates
her. Parents insist their kids to work hard and suc-
ceed like her. But there's another whole level of
scenarios that come hand in hand, which my sis-
ter had to bear on her own. Discrimination against
women in offices. She wasn't allowed to do field
work, wasn't allowed to step up the ladder of suc-
cess without proving herself twice the worth of
her male competitors. The freedom to be equally
considered for a post or job was always snatched
from her like it didn't belong to her. But she was
determined to snatch it back. Why do work places
feed on your choice of freedom like it's their right?
Isn't it something we need to have control over?
Lastly, | dare you to ask any women or girl around
you, whether she has been harassed or molested,

denied I.I:
in pu \
en I W

You won't find even one person who
From being stared at to being groped
places, we all have experienced itall. EV
deny that. The amount of sorrow and gul‘;nn"'
comes right after the incident is tremendous: ol
justignore it and move on with life but "‘Omfcom‘
take care of themselves anymore. They dboﬂ’ 0
very misserable and depressed. Our frect " a
roam about is scarred with such i"Cidcm:;fcﬂ'
we human beings with the same soU 2 il
body that yearns for respect or toys (0P 2 or
[ would like to end with a quote that's 47" rl“mr
topic. "The search for human freedom Ca.?.Bfftty L
be complete without freedom for womert

Ford
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A majority of the
population finds movies as
a prime source of enter- :
tainment. It'’s evident from the blooming film
industry. However nowadays there has been a
change in the perspective of analysing a movie
or an actor. Until then the heroes were
acclaimed for their machismo and the heroines
for their mesmeric beauty and submissiveness.
The damsel in distress notion was an integral
part of a major bulk of movies.

However the recent incidents of sexual
assault by the big fishes of film industry has
resurfaced. Harvey Weinstein, Akshay Kumar,
Dileep are some of the names that filled the

Prepared by Student Editors

hours. In the
backdrop of these
incidents, it’s high time for
us to ponder about the misogyny prevalent in
the film industry.

news

I'he film industry has always regarded
heroines as a means for the hero to exhibit his
heroism. The wide pay gap prevalent in the
industry throws light on this. It's under this
suppressed system the actresses had the grit to
report the sexual assault and the male
chauvinism in the industry. The popular hash
tag “me too” was a product of this courage to
break the silence to which many women all over
the world responded.
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The Malayalam film indusin
seems to be run by a few circw

owners who consider the female actor

as the performing monkeys that oughtt

be trained by them. And they expect thes

performer monkeys to be grateful to thel

masters for letting them in rather tha1‘1 pom@

out the misogyny in the industry. Thmg§ h?‘_‘
degraded to such a level that an actress pOlf}t‘“}:
out the ruthless sexist remarks in a movie j
welcomed with slut shaming, rape threats, verbal 2!
< AR abusive language, cyber bullyingand soon. -
The establishment of an all women film or 83”‘7‘5'{“\

hints at the clutches of patriarchy in the industry where an actress haSuI:.
provision to point her fingers to the established and renowned actors. W_ht’“ %
entire industry splits into “for her” and “for him”, it’s time to redefine 0‘:
perspectives of crime and justice. It's time to revaluate our common sense Whe"

E 3 : o the
major sect of people tend to blindly support the perpetrators of crime and question
validity of the crime.

Nowadays movies are not merely a means of ent

; s thin
ertainment. It has evolved into somet™
more of an infotainment. Since these

R ; : oiel
have a significant influence on the general attitude and be

, it's crucial to se
nt rather than just s
must be equip

tup a system to evalyate
urfing for adult scenes.
. ; ped to read between the
e subtle misogyny and sexism in movies,
Only then we are qualified enough to claim to
be the most rational species on earth,,.
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The title seems quite ironic... lsn't it? Being seffish is
ver considered 10 be a positive virtue, It is condemned
all. However the antonym of seffish 1.6., seifiess is a
pbally acclaimed virtue. We are all 1old stories about
people who made the world a better place 1o lve
I these stories, we see a common thread | 6., the story
our mothers who selflessly take care of our family.

The society endows women with various family roles.
I8 supposed 10 be a falthiul daughter, loyal wife,
dent daughter-in-law and a caring mother... She is seen
an embodiment of selfless love, In this society which
presents an ideal woman in the above way. An
dopendent, single and bold woman setling up a lite of
own i often branded as a selfish woman. She is then
bririayed by the society like 8 wicked witch and seductiess.
The concept of womanhood and motherhood are often
pnsidered synonyms. It is a popular notion that

fartily and raising kids seem 10 be 1 pime purpose of

‘deviance from this normalcy is

| BOM COLLEGE KOTTAYAM o 45

& A

nomud with the ruthiessness and seffishness of the
This is where the freedom 1o think remain selfigh
becomes relevant. If setting up 4 ie of our own agan from
the traditional 1oles the society has bestowed upon us
makes us selish, we are craving 10 be sefish.., Because
the mast beautiul love slory is between s and our iner
soul. Self love is the prerequisite of al forms of love,
Satistics show that single wormen have more productive
capacity and efficiency in contrast 10 others, Also their
numbers have been increasing, Despite all these lacts if's
o oun S socoy Gl Ve s 4
because 4
talo cave of. oot @ family of 1o
“s'g.’;":‘ has the fight 10 choose their marial status,
" enough 10 opt for the single status amidst
the popular notion “Gingle Woman, Bad Womar'. Lets
MIBaGE 3 world where a person's worth is not assessed
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Nandana Chandran

Finance & Taxation

I'DeeC ommerce,

I was burpg with a map | bare
With his ljes and old body,
My beauty ang Youth uil.he
| fell my bones ¢y through the pain
When | had all the time ang energy,
But lackeg freedom, ¢ be the rea) -n‘lc

Iw arri i
was married, w hen | didn't even know it's
And now turned to ashes, ashes,

ly loved

red to ashes:
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women have been

TZ:’-Q‘L.':::"-.OLH
ovolved in making art, either

mnovators of new forms of artistic expression,

centuries.

atrons or sources of inspiration. They were
tegral to the institution. But women artists find
Pposition in the traditional narrative of art

istory. They have faced challenges in gender
Prejudices and gaining recognition. Kolam 1s

40 ideal example of a ritual art that liberated
self from the traditional ideology it was b ised
’1and later moved on to deconstruct femininity.
“Olam is a traditional moming ritual pr: actised
°¥ Women in various parts of India. ['he term

Mplies multiple meanings, form, beauty and

d\ l[\-LILbr.!lL\ threshold., the space between
“n‘ Physical body and subtle being Kolam and

d
bindi on a w oman'’s forehead echo each other

as creartors or

Subitha Sudhakaran
Il DC BA English M-

The absence of kolam signifies menstruation or
any kind of suffering. This makes the people
shun the house for some time. Kolam inside the
temples arc done by men limit women to
domestic space. Women are denied entrv inside
the Sanctum Sanctorum. Menstrual I.ab;\o exist
in every culture. Women are mere menstruators.
They keep age old beliefs and are the ardent
followers of their religious superstitions. Just as
the drop of water loses its identity when it joins
the ocean, a woman loses her identins \\hcﬁ she
accepts the patmarchal nature of the -.\ocwl\ she
lives 1n. ‘
I'he practice of Kolam unravel and mnterrogate
the unequal treatment of women in Indian cul\uu\‘
which 1s a torm of subordination that takes place
by consent and idcul\\g'\ Women were mere
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sexual objects in the past eras. They were abused
and mutilated in body and dimmed and confused

by nature. They were denied all forms of

expressions. They croon lullabies to ghosts and
draw figures on walls. Most often, the real gifts
they possessed stifled within them or drove them
insane when they endure the strain of unwanted
or unused talents. Kolam stands far better in
status when compared to the painful struggles
women undergo in the times past. The threshold
drawings women unleash are spontaneous
creative expressions. They undertake this
venture as a competitive task where they nurture
their latent skill for art and imagination. The
tag ‘uncultured’ that cling on to them for ages
got shattered and paved way for liberation. Great
strides in the wheel of humanity do not take
place in the wink of an eye. The demarcation of
space associating public domain for men and
private domain for women, traditional vrats and
familial obligations that tag along with the
practice of kolam and refraining a menstruating
woman to draw kolam show the dark aspects
of the practice. With the emergence of
technological age, women started adopting
creative themes into the practice giving it a new
dimension.

Traditional vrats get obliterated in the
path to modernity and ritual paraphernalia
underlying the practice got wiped out,
Celebration of threshold has metamorphosed
into a monotonous sticker culture in present
times. Still, the glory of the art form gave wings
to women to fly and a space to paint her
creativity freeing them from the regulations of
patriarchy. Women were able to find and lose
themselves at the same time. Every woman has
the power to seduce the world with her passion,
uniqueness and creativity. Female artists are said
to be embodiment of the ultimate creator.

'

b

(Death - The Lost Space)

Clueless about your birth

Puzzles about your myth
No dreads about you...
No waits for you...

Dear Death,
When will your birth
Halt my breath
In this earth?

Inevitable part
Inescapable part
To unwind life
To unbend life

When will be that day
When I'll lose my space in this

play...

Athira Ramachandra?
II DC Sociology
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“You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,

You may kill me with your hatefulness
But still like air, | will rise.....”
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Beneath the lies,

Between the lines,

[ exist.

Yes !'I do.

Fighting crusades,

For you and me.

The battles are different.

But the war 1s the same

Your binaries battle me.

[ see a hundred shades of arey
where you see black and whjte
Your histories confuse me
Where are her storjes?

Where are my stories?

The warriors of my batles,
Are Insurgents of your war

Some have fought,

Vinaya Mariya Franci
Il DC English M1

Many are fighting,

More will fight.

The fight goes on,

And so will [

Till T emerge the champion.

The battlefield is my plznygl‘(’l'”d'

And the warzone is my home.

['am the voice you murdered,
The story you fbrgol to write,
The song you buried alive,
The rights you took to hell.
The scrolls you set ablaze,
The thoughts you civilized.

[ stil] fight the battles,

Of a war won years ago.
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