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The world is in a new normal. The coVID fear is still live affecting the 
normal life across the globe. The much awaited vaccine will be released soon. 
people are eagerly waiting for the vaccine. coVID has made lot of changes in 
the society.  many people lost their job. Work from home is still continuig. ed-
ucation system has been worsly affected. The online education is still continu-
ing in most parts of our country. The social work training has compromised a 
lot especially for the field work component. all the courses have been delayed 
by a peiod of six months. organizations are not accepting trainees for field 
work which is not a good situation especially for social work training.  

Shortage of funds has become a challenge for the functioining of many 
non-governent organizations which has directly affected the job prospects of 
social workers. 

The social workers in India is now looking forward to the formation of a 
regulatory body. a national level discussion was initiated by nItIaYoG in 
July 2020 in which this editor was also part of. later, a working group has pre-
pared a draft bill on national council for Social Work. This has been widely 
circulated in India. In kerala, the  kerala association of professional Social 
Workers (kapS) has conducted meetings for discussion on the bill in all the 
districts. The suggestions were collected from all parts of India and changes 
were done to the draft bill. now the bill is to be approved by the Government 
of India for which a campaign is needed. 

coVID 19 has slightly delayed the publication of this issue also. The first 
article by five authors studies – the impact of the media on audiences and 
eventually on the leaders of civil protection  on risk perception, in relation to 
the governance of risk events and environment sustainability.
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The second article by amala m Thomas and Sheea mU studies the aware-
ness of teachers and parents on child abuse. Though this is a widely discussed 
subject, there are less reseaches in India related to this topic.

The third article is a study by maheshkumar and rajeswary to evaluate 
the effectiveness of life Skill enhancement program on pre-service teachers 
by administering life skill program consists of activities and tasks to be per-
formed individually as well as in team.

The fourth article covers the initiaitve of social work department of loyola 
college, chennai which is an academic model of Intervention to serve as a 
knowledge Hub for child protection.This model has incorporated integral 
components such as capacity building, policy advocacy, legislative advo-
cacy, research, and knowledge partnership. The Government of tamil nadu  
has recognized the work as a positive model for child protection.

The fifth article attempts to draw youth issues and challenges among the 
domestic migrant labours. This paper brings out a model  for integration and 
positive youth development. The strategies for integration and positive devel-
opment are presented as a practice model incorporating mental health and 
developmental principles.

The sixth article describes the need for referral services in the field of 
health imparting information to migrants in the host region

The final article is a conceptual paper prepared using secondary data   
focusing on various forms of child abuse, its prevalence in the society, its 
association with other social evils like female foeticide and infanticide, girl 
child discrimination, child marriage, trafficking of children, verbal abuse and 
physical abuse and the importance of child protection in the contemporary  
scenario.   

  The articles in this issue have touched upon different issues related to chil-
dren, migrant labours and environment. a special appreciation to all authors  
for their timely contribution for this issue. The knowledge shared through this 
issue will be highly useful for the practicing social workers.


