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Awareness of school teachers regarding
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Abstract

The need of awareness and knowledge regarding the protection of children 
is essential in the present society where the rate of child abuses and violation 
of child rights are increasing in a large rate day by day. The major factor noted 
is that the violation of child rights are happening in the basic institutions of 
the society, where children should be protected and are expected to be safe, 
i.e, schools and house itself. Studies shows that every second child is a victim 
of some kind of abuses. This particular research scientifically study about the 
awareness of school teachers regarding the child rights and laws, since the 
primary source of knowledge for children are their teachers and parents. The 
study also attempts to find the relationship between the demographic vari-
ables and awareness of teachers by analysing the data collected through ques-
tionnaire using descriptive statistics.
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Introduction

The children are the greatest gift of God to man, our most precious and 
important assets. The welfare and development of any community depends 
largely on the health and well being of its children. It has been said ‘who hold 
souls of the children holds the nation’.The physical and mental health of a na-
tion is determined largely in the manner in which it is shaped in early stages. 
Justice V.r. krishna Iyer says that it is our obligation to the generation by 
opening up all opportunities for every child to unfold its personality and rise 
to its full stature physical, moral, mental and spiritual and it is the birth right 
of every child that cries for justice from the world as a whole.

children and young people are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of 
physical security arrangements, including at or around corporate operations. 
Security-related incidents can have significant negative impacts on them; im-
plications may be particularly acute for girls and young women who experi-
ence an elevated risk of gender based violence. In the history of human rights, 
the rights of children are the most ratified. The United nations convention 
on the rights of the child (Uncrc) defines child rights as the minimum 
entitlements and freedoms that should be afforded to every citizen below the 
age of 18 regardless of race, national origin, colour, gender, language, religion, 
opinions, origin, wealth, birth status, disability, or other characteristics. These 
rights encompass freedom of children and their civil rights, family environ-
ment, necessary healthcare and welfare, education, leisure and cultural activ-
ities and special protection measures. 

 UNCRC outlines the Fundamental Human Rights as:

     Right to Survival:

Which includes right to be born, right to minimum standards of food, 
shelter and clothing, right to live with dignity, right to health care, to safe 
drinking water, nutritious food, a clean and safe environment, and informa-
tion to help them stay health. articles 23 and24 ensures medical care, nu-
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trition, protection from harmful habits (including drugs) and safe working 
environments are covered under the right to health, and articles 23 and 24 
enumerate access to special care and support for children with special needs, 
as well as quality health care (including drinking water, nutrition, and a safe 
environment) respectively.

Right to Protection:

Which comprises of right to be protected from all sorts of violence,pro-
tection from violence extends even to family members, and children must 
not sufferill-treatmentorsexualorphysicalviolence.Thisincludesuseofviolen-
ceasameans of discipline. all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse are unac-
ceptable, and thisarticle takes into view the sale of children, child prostitution 
and childpornograph.  right to be protected from neglect, Thechildren-
havetherighttobelookedafterbycaretakers. children who do not have access to 
a family life, have a right to special care and must be looked after properly, by 
people who respect their ethnic group, religion, culture and language. protec-
tion from armed conflicts, refugee children have a right to special protection 
and help. armed conflict converts innocent children into refugees, prisoner, 
or participants inarmedconflicts,andtheseareallcircumstanceswhichcontra-
venewiththespiritofWar oranyarmedstrugglecanseverelydamageachild’smo-
raleaswellasperceptionsofethics, and this must be corrected in a nurturing 
safe environment.

Right to Participation:

Includes right to freedom of opinion, right to freedom of expression, 
right to freedom of association, right to information, right to participate in 
any decision making that involves him/her directly or indirectly. all children 
deserve the right to voice their opinions, free of criticism orcontempt. In sit-
uations where adults are actively deciding upon choices on behalf of children, 
the latter are entitled to have their opinions taken into consideration. While 
children’s opinion may not be based on facts, it is nonetheless an important 
source of insight for parents, and should be considered. However, this de-
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pends on the child’s level of maturity and age. children have the freedom of 
expression, as long as they are not harming others withtheir opinions and-
knowledge.

Right to Development:

Which encompasses right to education, right to learn, right to relax and 
play, right to all forms of development – emotional, mental and physical.
right to free primary education which is mentioned in article 28 is critical for 
helping children develop discipline, life skills while finding a safe and healthy 
environment to nurture a child’s physiological development. This includes 
freedom from violence, abuse or neglect.

Various laws related to child include The children (pledging of labour) 
act, 1933, Theemployment of children act, 1938, The factories act, 1948, 
The mines act, 1952, Theapprentice act, 1961, The child labour (prohibi-
tion and regulation) act, 1986, The Infant milk Substitutes, feeding Bottles 
and Infant foods (regulation of production, Supply and Distribution) act 
1992, The pre-natal Diagnostic technique (regulation and prevention of 
misuse) act1994, The Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) act 
2000, rte act, 2009, , Juvenile Justice act, 2015, pocSo amendment act 
2019.

Sathyaraj a and Dr.Jayaraman k (2013) studied the child rights aware-
ness of primary School teachers. The study shows that more than half (66%) 
of the teachers have an average level of awareness regarding The child rights. 
When Babita and Dr Inrani (2013) compared the awareness of primary school 
teachers in IcSe Board and cBSe Board both the groups were having mod-
erate level of awareness. In the context of laws related to child,  rajuSingha 
(2016) studied about teacher’s awareness regarding rte act and there was 
significant difference between the awareness level of male and female teachers 
and also teachers of urban and rural areas. likewise many studies were con-
ducted for understanding the awareness regarding child rights. 
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Methodology

The primary objective of the study was to study the awareness of School 
teachers regarding child rights and laws related to child. other main objec-
tives of the study were to know about the socio demographic details of the re-
spondents, to know the awareness of teachers regarding child rights and laws 
related to child, to know whether teachers are imparting knowledge regarding 
child rights and laws to children and to know whether teachers promote the 
involvement of parents in addressing issues regarding child protection. The 
study also attempts to find whether there is any relationship between socio 
demographic variables and awareness of teachers.

Descriptive research design was used with 100 samples of Upper primary 
or High School teachers teaching in any schools in kottayam district.The sam-
pling method used for the research was convenient sampling method. The re-
searcher selected different schools and teachers according to the convenience.

The tool used was a self-prepared structured questionnaire consisting of 30 
question The questionnaire was subjected to validity test with experts in the 
field. The data were analysed according to the objectives of the study. The Hy-

Relationship with Awareness  Sig value:

age     .073

Gender     .871

Qualification    .826

teaching experience   .117

Section of teaching   .341

pothesis was set to find relationship between the Socio demographic variables 
and awareness level of teachers. Descriptive statistical methods was used and 
2 way anoVa was used to test the hypothesis.
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Data Analysis and Interpretation

testing of Hypothesis, i.e whether there is any relationship between aware-
ness and socio- demographic variables (t test)

for every variable p value is greater than 0.05 that means there is no rela-
tionship with awareness and any socio demographic variable.

Other Findings

more than half of the respondents have the opinion that child rights are 
important in our society and also the are aware of Survival, participation, De-
velopment and protection rights of children and also about major acts like JJ 
act and pocSo act. another fact is that not even half of the respondents im-
part knowledge regarding child rights and laws into children, but all of them 
prefer to include such topics in syllabus and also to conduct separate classes 
regarding that in schools. Some teachers have the opinion that if students are 
much aware of rights there is a chance to misuse their knowledge and take 
advantage of it.

majority of the respondents suggests that it is good to conduct awareness 
programmes for parents since awareness of parents can reduce child abuses 
up to a great extend. They also promote the participation of parents in solving 
any such issues happened in schools or the problems which students share 
with teachers. They wish to make parents aware of some legal provisions in 
dealing with such problems.

Suggestions

for school authorities, more programmes can be organized for teachers 
and parents for making them aware of issues related to child and their rights 
and also all programmes should be properly monitored. awareness should be 
given to children regarding their rights and agencies/organizations working 
for their protection from the school.

 for teachers, help students with their problems and encourage the 
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involvement of parents in solving such issues, monitor programs conducted 
for parents and students and ensure networks with other organizations.

Conclusion

children can be subjected to neglect, abuse, violence and exploitation any-
where. There is some abuse that may happen inside the school premises, while 
a lot of it is what children suffer at home and in non-school environments. a 
child in a school may be a victim of violence/abuse/exploitation that happens 
outside the school. teachers cannot ignore it, rather must help the child. This 
too is possible only if teachers are able to identify that there is a for this a clear 
knowledge and awareness regarding their rights and legal aspects of every 
problem should be there for teachers as well as parents.

When there is a curriculum entitlement, it is common for rights in the cur-
riculum to be linked to responsibilities, and not always to the Un convention 
on the rights of the child (crc). This raises the possibility that even where 
children learn about rights they may not learn about the crc, nor about what 
it means to be a rights-holder or duty-bearer (both key components of the 
child rights approach).teachers as well as parents need to be educated more 
about child rights and laws related to child. children can also be educated by 
including these in syllabus and curriculum or else by conducting awareness 
programs and campaigns.
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